What is ICIP?

ICIP stands for Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property. It is an inclusive term for all aspects of
cultural knowledge and expressions that are held by Indigenous peoples, and ICIP protocols seek
to protect and appropriately respect them.

ICIP is unique to each individual Indigenous community. It is part of an ongoing living connection
between people and culture, including knowledge or expressions passed down over time through
generations, or those that are created in the present.

Examples of ICIP forms include:

What protections are in place for ICIP?

There are currently no specific laws in place to protect ICIP, however this may change at some
point in the future.

That being said, there are ways for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to protect their
work in the meantime, including:

e Copyright law — protects material creative work, giving the owner rights to publish or reproduce
that material.

¢ Contract law - profects the ways that ICIP can be used under a formal agreement. Under them,
you can decide and approve of ways ICIP can be treated and communicated in accordance
with traditional law and with respect to custodians.

¢ Patent law - protects individual products, methods, medicines, or any other invention.

¢ Confidential information laws — protects secret and sacred knowledge from being shared if was
made clear that what was shared was not to be shared.

¢ The Australian Consumer Law - protects ICIP by preventing someone falsely claiming connection
to or permission from traditional owners when selling a product or service.

Head to the Arts Law website for more information and

<

other avenues that can be used to protect ICIP.
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How can | practice respect for ICIP?

Respecting ICIP protocols is crucially important when engaging with Indigenous cultural
knowledge or expressions. Here are just some of the ways that you can include respect for ICIP:

e When purchasing Indigenous products, artworks, and merchandise:

e Choose genuine works made by Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander artists or makers.

e Look for the specific maker's name and their community/nation, certificates of
authenticity, biographies or origin stories.

e Buy directly from the community through their cultural centres, art centres or their
community owned and operated galleries.

e Ensure that the maker is paid appropriately and avoid bargaining for price.

e Respect and honour the cultural and intellectual property rights of the work even after
purchasing. Do not seek to reproduce the work in full or in part without their written
consent. In the case of creative works, artists are covered by copyright law protections.

e When sharing Indigenous stories, artworks, other creative works or cultural
knowledge, it is important to:

e Attribute the work to the relevant individual and their community/nation.

e Always ensure that you have permission to share it, never assume that because
something has been published that it is able to be repurposed.

e Ensure that it is communicated in a way that honours the community, avoid re-
appropriating or distorting original meanings or usages.

Head to these resources for more information on
protocol to respect ICIP:

e Creative Australia’s Protocols for using_First Nations cultural and intellectual
property in the arts

e Arts Law Centre of Australia Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP).
Information Sheet

e Creative Workplaces: About ICIP

e |ndigenous Art Code
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